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The Talkeetna Historical Society and Museum thanks the MTA Foundation for the technology grant 
that allowed us to produce an entirely new website, with room for a 3D virtual tour of all our 
buildings, online collections and photographs and, in the future, short video production. This 
helps us meet our goal of history becoming more accessible to not only our community, but the 
Alaska community as a whole. 

At this point the $6000 grant has been expended. The website is up and running. The 3D virtual 
tour has been produced.  The virtual tour will be added to this summer when it gets warm and 
sunny and the photographer/videographer can shoot exterior photos and video.  His contract 
reads that we paid him in advance and he will continue the work at no extra cost.   

The web designer has been paid in full.  We will continue to add to the photo collection as we 
digitize and accession photos.  Our collection of several hundred photos continues to grow.  We 
expect to get a collections grant to assist us in more accessioning of photos. 
This project has meant making our museum more accessible to people all over the world as we 
continue to struggle through a world wide pandemic.  The options for adding to the website with 
video and audio is fairly simple and straightforward.   
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Timeline: 

A local web designer, Flower WebDesign (https://www.flower-webdesign.com/)  was hired 
in November to begin the process of redesigning a website that incorporated all the 
themes and ideas we needed in order to  get the main design, understanding that not 
everything would happen at once and that some of the site is a continual work in 
progress.     Needs:  Space for online bookstore; space for 2000 photos and collection of 
artifacts to be added over a 3-4 year period; space for short learning videos (i.e. youtube);  
more history information; links to other sites in Talkeetna; connection to our downtown 
walking tour App developed in 2016.  

The 3D virtual tour contractor, GA Panorams (https://gapanorams.com/)  came in end of 
January and photographed all interior in the 3 buildings.  His contract includes a 
stipulation that we have paid for exterior photos and tour as well, but it will all be done in 
the summer months of 2021. 

The website will continue to grow. We hope to get a grant in the next year that pays a 
curator to continue accessioning all collections and photos as well as properly inventory.  
Meanwhile, about 10 new photos per month will be added.   

As we originally stated this project is multi year.  The $6000 was to develop the platform 
and get a start on our online photo collection.  We are so happy it is up and running and 
getting hits.  Our future steps are to hire a curator that can work on the collections and 
photographs.  We will not require further funding from MTA Foundation on this front and 
will look at other funders to help us along the way.  In the end, there will be hundreds of 
photos and hundreds of catalog/collection items on the website.  

 $6000 TOTAL GRANT 

$4100  - to web designer 

$2000 - to 3D virtual tour designer 

($2500  - staff time spent on design assist; content production to date.) 
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Talkeetna Historical Society and Museum’s mission is preserving, interpreting and sharing 
Talkeetna’s past to enrich the present and inspire the future. THS’s general purpose is to 
collect, preserve, research, and interpret the heritage of Talkeetna and thereby foster a 
deeper understanding and appreciation of our community’s art, history and natural 
environment. 

Our goals in the next 5 years are to provide better access to our faciility and collections.  
It includes a massive restoration of the schoolhouse building that is the museum, 
collection accessioning and photo cataloging of the entire collection.  We could not have 
done the first step in the public access improvement without the assistance from MTA 
Foundation to bring our collection and history information to the homes of everyone in 
these unstable and unsure times of Covid 19.   
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